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SUBJ FISHERIES: CANADIAN-NORWEGIAN TALKS 

FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF JOINT COMMUNIQUE (RELEASED SEPTEMBER 16) 
ON CANADA/NORWAY DISCUSSIONS ON FISHERIES MATTERS OF MUTUAL 
CONCERN, OSLO, SEPTEMBER 15-16, 1975: 

BEGIN QUOTE 

OFEICIALS OF THE CANADIAN AND NORWEGIAN GOVERNMENTS MET 
AT OSLO ON SEPTEMBER 15TH AND I6TH, 1975 TO DISCUSS FISHERIES 
MATTERS OF MUTUAL CONCERN. 

THE TALKS WERE BASED ON THE COMMON CONCERN OE BOTH THE 
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CANADIAN AND NORWEGIAN SIDES FOR THE WELFARE OF THEIR COASTAL 
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COMMUNITIES AND THE RATIONAL MANAGEMENT, CONSERVATION AND 
UTILIZATION OE THE LIVING RESOURCES OF THEIR COASTAL WATERS. 

BOTH SIDES ATTACHED GREAT IMPORTANCE TO THEIR 

FUTURE COOPERATION IN THE FIELD OF FISHERIES, TAKING 

INTO ACCOUNT THE ANTICIPATED EXTENSION OF THE LIMITS OF 

THEIR NATIONAL FISHERIES JURISDICTION AND THEIR DESIRE 

TO PROMOTE THE ORDERLY DEVELOPMENT OF THE LAW OF THE 

SEA. THE TWO SIDES RECOGNIZED THAT PURSUANT TO 

RELEVANT PRINCIPLES OF INTERNATIONAL LAW, CANADA AND 

NORWAY AS COASTAL STATES HAVE SPECIAL RIGHTS AND 

OBLIGATIONS IN RESPECT OF THE CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT 

OF THE LIVING RESOURCES IN AREAS BEYOND AND 

ADJACENT TO WATERS NOW UNDER THEIR FISHERIES JURISDICTION, 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE CONSENSUS NOW EMERGING 
FROM THE UNITED NATIONS LAW OF THE SEA CONFERENCE. 

THEY CONSIDERED IT IMPERATIVE AND APPROPRIATE TO 
ESTABLISH NOW THE PRINCIPLES UPON WHICH THEIR MUTUAL 
FISHERIES RELATIONS SHALL BE CONDUCTED IN FUTURE, 

PURSUANT TO AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH DEVELOPING PRINCIPLES 
OF INTERNATIONAL LAW. THEY ALSO CONSIDERED IT DESIRABLE 
TO COORDINATE AND HARMONIZE THEIR ACTIONS IN EXTENDING 
THEIR RESPECTIVE AREAS OF FISHERIES JURISDICTION. 

THE TWO SIDES AGREED TO ENTER INTO FORMAL 
NEGOTIATIONS AT AN EARLY DATE WITH A VIEW TO ELABORATING 
A BILATERAL AGREEMENT ON THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
GOVERNING CONTINUED FISHING BY THE NORWEGIAN FLEET, 

UNDER CANADIAN REGULATION AND CONTROL, IN AREAS UNDER 
FUTURE CANADIAN JURISDICTION BEYOND THE PRESENT LIMITS 
OF THE CANADIAN TERRITORIAL SEA AND FISHING ZONES OEF 
THE ATLANTIC COAST, TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE ANTICIPATED 
EXTENSION OF THE LIMITS OF JURISDICTION THROUGH THE 
ESTABLISHMENT OF AN ECONOMIC ZONE OR THROUGH THE 
EXTENSION OF FISHERY LIMITS TO 200 NAUTICAL MILES. 

THEY REVIEWED IN A PRELIMINARY WAY THE BROAD OUTLINES 
OF SUCH AN AGREEMENT, NOTING THE EXISTENCE OF BILATERAL 
AGREEMENTS BETWEEN THE TWO GOVERNMENTS CONCERNING 
FISHERIES AND SEALING WHICH WOULD CONTINUE TO 
BE OPERATIVE ACCORDING TO THEIR TERMS AND IN RESPECT 
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OF THE AREAS TO WHICH THEY APPLY. 

IN THE LIGHT OF THE SERIOUS DECLINES IN STOCKS 
IN THE AREA COVERED BY THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION 
FOR THE NORTH WEST ATLANTIC FISHERIES (ICNAF) AND THE 
NORTH EAST ATLANTIC FISHERIES CONVENTION (NEAFC), THE 
TWO SIDES RECOGNIZED THAT URGENT AND EFFECTIVE ACTION 
IS NEEDED TO PRESERVE THE FISHERIES IN OTHER AREAS FOR 
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THE BENEFIT OF COASTAL FISHERMEN AND THE WORLD AT LARGE. 
THEY REVIEWED CANADIAN PROPOSALS FOR THE CONSERVATION 
AND MANAGEMENT OF THE FISH STOCKS OFF THE CANADIAN 
ATLANTIC COAST. THESE PROPOSALS WERE FIRST ADVANCED 
AT THE JUNE 1975 MEETING OF ICNAF AND ARE SCHEDULED 
FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION AT THE SPECIAL ICNAF MEETING TO 
BE HELD AT MONTREAL IN SEPTEMBER. THEY INVOLVE A SUBSTANTIAL 
REDUCTION IN FOREIGN FISHING EFFORT FOR GROUNDFISH, 

A REDUCTION IN THE TOTAL ALLOWABLE CATCH OF 
THREATENED STOCKS AND HIGHER QUOTAS FOR THE COASTAL 
STATE IN ACCORDANCE WITH ITS HARVESTING CAPACITY.THE 
CANADIAN SIDE STRESSED THE IMPORTANCE CANADA ATTACHES 
TO SECURING AGREEMENT ON THESE PROPOSALS. THE NORWEGIAN 
SIDE EMPHASIZED THAT A SUBSTANTIAL REDUCTION IN FISHING 
EFFORT IS REQUIRED BOTH IN THE NEAFC AND IN THE ICNAF 
AREAS. NORWAY WOULD CONTINUE TO WORK ACTIVELY FOR 
SOLUTIONS REFLECTING THIS NEED, AND WOULD AT THE ICNAF 
MEETING LATER THIS MONTH MAINTAIN ITS BROAD SUPPORT FOR 
CANADA'S EFFORTS. 

THE CANADIAN SIDE WAS COMPOSED OF L.H. LEGAULT, 

DIRECTOR GENERAL, INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES AND MARINE 
DIRECTORATE, DEPARTMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENT AS CHAIRMAN, 
AND M.B. PHILLIPS, DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS. 

THE CHAIRMAN OF THE NORWEGIAN SIDE WAS H. VINDENES, 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR GENERAL, DEPARTMENT OF LEGAL AFFAIRS, 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS. END QUOTE. 

JOHNSON 
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